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Description: The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) was
established to provide a unified core for the vast and complex na-
tional network of the more than 87,000 organizations and institu-
tions at the federal, state, and local levels involved in the effort to
secure the nation. The comprehensive national strategy seeks to
develop a complementary system that connects all levels of gov-
ernment without duplicating effort. Strategic goals include:
awareness—identify and understand threats and vulnerabilities;
prevention—detect, deter and mitigate these threats; protec-
tion—safeguard people, critical infrastructure, property and the
economy from acts of terrorism, natural disasters and other emer-
gencies; response—lead, manage, and coordinate response to
such emergencies; recovery—lead efforts to restore and rebuild;
service—facilitate lawful trade, travel and immigration; and or-
ganizational excellence.
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Description: The Policy Directorate develops and integrates de-

partment-wide policies, programs and planning in order to better

coordinate the Department’s prevention, protection, response and
recovery missions.
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Description: The Office of Health Affairs (OHA) contributes to
domestic health and the security of the nation, working in full
collaboration with other DHS components and federal partners.
The responsibilities carried out and overseen by this office do not
replace any other programs within DHS but rather enhances
these other programs in planning for and responding to the con-
sequences of catastrophic incidents. The three divisions of the
OHA are: Weapons of Mass Destruction & Biodefense; Medical
Readiness; and Component Services.
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Description: The Assistant Secretary is responsible for coordi-
nating with the Intelligence Community and providing guidance
on homeland security specific issues. The Office uses informa-
tion and intelligence from multiple sources to identify and assess
current and future threats to the US.
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Description: The Office is responsible for monitoring the secu-
rity of the US on a daily basis and coordinating activities within
DHS, with governors, Homeland Security Advisors, law enforce-





