
EXECUTIVE BRANCH
This chapter provides a summary of officials in the Executive Branch. For a more detailed listing of specific executive and ad-

ministrative departments and agencies, refer to the appropriate policy area in Section 2 or to the Organizations Index. Biogra-

phies for the senior Executive Branch officials appear in a separate section in the back of the book.

New York State

Governor (also see Governor’s Office):

Eliot Spitzer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8390

Lieutenant Governor (also see Lieutenant Governor’s Office):

David A Paterson . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623 or 212-681-4532

Chief Information Officer (also see Technology, Office of):

Melodie Mayberry-Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2140

Comptroller (also see State Comptroller, Office of the):

Thomas P DiNapoli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4040

Attorney General (also see Law Department):

Andrew M Cuomo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-7330

Secretary of State (also see State Department):

Lorraine A Cortes-Vazquez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-0050

Governor’s Office
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

518-474-8390 Fax: 518-474-1513

Web site: www.ny.gov/governor

Governor:

Eliot Spitzer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8390 or 212-681-4580

Secretary to the Governor:

Richard Baum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4246

Counsel to the Governor:

David Nocenti. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8343

Director, Communications:

Darren Dopp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418

Special Counsel:

Richard Rifkin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-9671

Director, Policy:

Peter Pope. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-9671

Senior Advisor to the Governor:

Lloyd Constantine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-9671

Chief of Staff:

Marlene Turner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8390

Office of the Secretary
Secretary to the Governor:

Richard Baum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4246

First Deputy Secretary to the Governor:

Sean Maloney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4246

Director, State Operations:

Olivia Golden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-9871

Deputy Secretary, Appointments:

Francine James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-0491

Deputy Secretary, Economic Development & Infrastructure:

Timothy Gilchrist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2552

Deputy Secretary, Education:

Manuel Rivera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2833

Deputy Secretary, Environment:

Judith Enck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-472-5442

Deputy Secretary, General Services, Technology & Labor Relations:

Sylvia Hamer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2576

Deputy Secretary, Health & Human Services:

Dennis Whalen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2500

Deputy Secretary, Intergovernmental Affairs:

Martin Mack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-3522

Deputy Secretary, Public Safety:

Michael Balboni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-3522

Chief of Staff to the First Lady:

Uri Perrin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2588

Assistant Secretary, Energy:

Steve Mitnick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-473-5442

Assistant Deputy Secretary, Criminal Justice:

Lai Sun Yee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-3522

Assistant Deputy Secretary, Education:

John Reid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2833

Assistant Deputy Secretary, Health & Human Services:

Joseph Baker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-4079

Assistant Secretary, Homeland Security:

William Howard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2552

Assistant Secretary to the Governor:

Drew Warshaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4246

Assistant Deputy Secretary, Labor Relations:

Arlene Smoller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2576

Special Advisor, Public Safety:

James Sherry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-3522

Assistant Director, Policy:

Julieta Lozano. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-9671

Appointments
Deputy Secretary for Appointments:

Francine James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-0491

Assistant Secretary for Appointments:

Jean Woodard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-0491

Assistant Secretary for Appointments:

Mary Bernet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-0491

Counsel to the Deputy Secretary for Appointments:

David Szuchman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-0491

Communications
Director, Communications:

Darren Dopp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418

Press Secretary:

Christine Anderson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418

Deputy Press Secretary:

Paul Larrabee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418

Press Officer:

Christine Pritchard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418

Press Officer:

Marc Violette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418
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Press Officer:

Brad Maione . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8418

Counsel
Counsel to the Governor:

David Nocenti. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8343

First Assistant Counsel to the Governor:

Terryl Brown-Clemons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8434

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Energy & Environment:

Vincent Esposito. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-1310

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Economic Development:

William Estes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8494

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Criminal Justice:

Robin Forshaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-1310

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Housing, Local Governments & Arts:

Amanda Hiller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8494

Asst Counsel to the Governor:

Steven Krantz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-1310

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Transportation & Infrastructure:

Timothy B Lennon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-1310

Asst Counsel to the Governor-General Government Operations & Human

Services:

David Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-2266

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Education, Elections & the Judiciary:

Mariya Treisman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8494

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Health & Mental Hygiene:

Lisa Ullman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-2266

Asst Counsel to the Governor-Business & Financial Services:

Gaurav Vasisht . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-2266

Asst Counsel to Governor-Labor & Retirement:

David Weinstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8434

Intergovernmental Affairs
Deputy Secretary, Intergovernmental Affairs:

Martin Mack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2555

Senior Advisor, Intergovernmental Affairs:

Michael Schell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-408-2555

Director, Legislative Affairs:

James Clancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-486-9896

Operations/Administration
Director, Executive Chamber Operations:

Peter Drago. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4727

Director, Administration:

Theresa Brennan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-3036

Chief, Computer Services:

Thomas Irvin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-473-5632

New York City Office
633 Third Ave, 38th Fl, New York, NY 10017

Director, NYC Intergovernmental Affairs:

Carl Andrews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-681-4580

Director, Community Affairs:

Lila Kirton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-681-4580

Press Secretary:

Christine Anderson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-681-4580

Press Officer:

Jennifer Givner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-681-4580

Office Manager:

Bette Bissram . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-681-4580

Director, Scheduling:

Maribel Torres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212-681-4580

Washington Office for the Governor
444 N Capitol St NW, Washington, DC 20001

Director:

Derek Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-434-7100

Lieutenant Governor’s Office
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

518-474-4623 Fax: 518-486-4170

633 Third Ave

38th Fl

New York, NY 10017

212-681-4532

Fax: 212-681-4533

Lieutenant Governor:

David A Paterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623 or 212-681-4532

Chief of Staff:

Charles J O’Byrne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623

Deputy Chief of Staff:

Sarah Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623

Press Secretary:

Mari Arce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623

Counsel to Lt Governor:

Jeff Pearlman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623

Director, Communications & Intergovernmental Affairs:

Richard Schwabacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623

Director, Policy:

Mark Leinung . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4623

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND
RELATED AGENCIES

Aging, Office for the
2 Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12223

518-474-4425 or 800-342-9871 Fax: 518-474-0608

Web site: www.aging.state.ny.us

Director:

Michael Burgess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4425

Executive Deputy Director:

Laurie Pferr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-7012

Deputy Director, Executive Division:

Greg Olsen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-4552

Assistant Director:

Gail Koser. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-8422

Counsel:

Jennifer Seehase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-7011

Public Information Officer:

Reza Mizbani. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-474-7181/fax: 518-473-6565

Deputy Director, Local Program Operations:

Marcus Harazin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-473-5705

Deputy Director, Finance & Administration:

James Foy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-473-4808

Agriculture & Markets Department
10B Airline Dr

Albany, NY 12235

518-457-3880 or 800-554-4501 Fax: 518-457-3087

e-mail: info@agmkt.state.ny.us

Web site: www.agmkt.state.ny.us
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New York State Assembly

PETER J ABBATE, JR (D)
49th - Part of Kings County

6419 11th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
718-232-9565/abbatep@assembly.state.ny.us

8500 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214
718-236-1764

Peter Abbate was first elected to the New York State Assembly in
1986. He entered St. John’s University in 1967 and graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in political science. From 1973 to 1974, he
was Legislative Assistant to Assemblyman Stephen J Solarz and
from 1974 to 1985 was District Representative for Mr Solarz while
Mr Solarz was a US Congressman. Mr Abbate has been an active
member of the Civitan Club of Brooklyn, the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, the Kiwanis Club of 18th Ave, the Statewide Homeowners &
Tenants Assn, and the Guild for Exceptional Children. In the Assem-
bly, he currently chairs the Committee on Governmental Employees,
after earlier serving as chairman of the Committee on Real Property
Taxation and the Committee on Cities. Mr Abbate is a lifelong resi-
dent of Bensonhurst.

MARC S ALESSI (D)
1st - Suffolk County

6144 Route 25A, Bldg A, Suite 5, Wading River, NY 11792
631-929-5540/alessim@assembly.state.ny.us

Marc Alessi was first elected to the New York State Assembly in a
special election held September 13, 2005. He holds a Bachelor’s de-
gree from SUNY Albany, and a law degree from Touro Law School.
He served as Downstate Director of Intergovernmental Affairs in the
Office of the New York State Comptroller. He also interned at the
Assembly, worked for an Albany law firm, and fought for working
families with the Civil Service Employees Association. He lives in
Manor Park.

THOMAS W ALFANO (R-I-C-WF)
21st - Part of Nassau County

Chase Building, 925 Hempstead Turnpike, Room 350, Franklin Sq,
NY 11010
516-437-5577/alfanot@assembly.state.ny.us

Thomas W Alfano was first elected to the New York State Assembly
in 1996. He received his undergraduate and JD degrees from
Fordham University. He sits on two Assembly committees: Judiciary
and Labor. Prior to his election, he worked as an attorney in several
prominent New York City law firms including Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom. He is currently of counsel to the law firm of
Entwistle & Cappucci, LLP, where he specializes in civil litigation.
From 1988 to 1996, Mr Alfano served as staff counsel to NYS Sen-
ate Deputy Majority Leader Dean G Skelos, and from 1990 to 1996
he was also chairman of the Town of Hempstead Public Employees
Relations Board. He has been active in the area of education, and his
efforts have been recognized extensively by the groups, schools, and
educational organizations throughout the 22nd Assembly district. He
has been president of the North Valley Stream Kiwanis Club, and he
is an advisory Board Member of United Cerebral Palsy Association

of Nassau County, Inc., among other activities. He resides in North
Valley Stream.

CARMEN E ARROYO (D)
84th - Part of Bronx County

384 E 149th St, Ste 608, Bronx, NY 10455
718-292-2901/arroyoc@assembly.state.ny.us

Carmen Arroyo was elected to the New York State Assembly in
1994, becoming the first and only Puerto Rican/Hispanic woman
elected to the NY State Assembly. In the Assembly, she chairs the
Subcommittee on Effective Treatment. She was born in Puerto Rico
and arrived in the US in 1964. In 1966 she founded the South Bronx
Action Group, in which she expanded the notion of tenant advocacy
to include the interrelated services of employment, health, adult edu-
cation, and welfare. In 1978 she became Executive Director of the
South Bronx Community Corporation. At the same time, she contin-
ued her education, receiving her Associate of Arts degree from
Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community College in 1978 and her BA
from the College of New Rochelle in 1980. She served as member
and president of Community School Board #7 for 20 years and was a
member of the Lincoln Hospital Community Advisory Board for
seventeen years. She is a member of the NYS Legislature’s Black &
Puerto Rican Caucus, the Women’s Caucus, the NYS Assembly/Sen-
ate Puerto Rican/Hispanic Task Force, and the National Order of
Women Legislators. She continues to reside in the South Bronx.

DARREL J AUBERTINE (D)
118th - Parts of Jefferson & St Lawrence Counties

200 Washington St, Ste 404B, Watertown, NY 13601
315-786-0284/aubertd@assembly.state.ny.us

70 Main St., Suite One, Canton, NY 13617
315-386-2037

Darrel J Aubertine was first elected to the New York State Assembly
in November 2002. Prior to his election, he was a full-time dairy
farmer for over thirty years at his family’s Triple A Aubertine Farm,
a sixth-generation heritage farm. He began public service in 1994 as
a member of the Cape Vincent Town Board. In 1996 he became the
Jefferson County Legislator for District 1, and he was elected chair-
man of the Jefferson County Board of Legislators in 1998 and 1999.
As a lifelong resident of northern New York, his chief concern dur-
ing his tenure in the State Assembly has been working on behalf of
North Country families. This includes improving the region’s eco-
nomic climate. He currently chairs the Commission on State-Local
Relations, co-chairs the New York Coalition of Great Lakes Legisla-
tors, and sits on numerous other committees. He resides in the town
of Cape Vincent.

JEFFRION L AUBRY (D-L)
35th - Part of Queens County

98-09 Northern Blvd, Corona, NY 11368
718-457-3615/aubryj@assembly.state.ny.us
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