
Albany County
Located in eastern New York; bounded on the east by the Hudson River;
includes the Helderbergs and part of the Catskills. Covers a land area of
523.45 square miles, a water area of 9.76 square miles, and is located in
the Eastern Time Zone. The county was founded in 1683. County seat is
Albany.

Albany County is part of the Albany-Schenectady-Troy, NY Metropolitan
Statistical Area. The entire metro area includes: Albany County, NY;
Rensselaer County, NY; Saratoga County, NY; Schenectady County, NY;
Schoharie County, NY

Weather Station: Albany County Airport Elevation: 272 feet

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

High 31 34 44 58 70 78 83 80 72 60 48 36

Low 13 15 25 36 46 55 60 58 50 39 31 20

Precip 2.6 2.2 3.1 3.2 3.6 3.6 3.4 3.6 3.3 3.2 3.3 2.8

Snow 17.2 12.5 11.1 2.5 tr tr tr 0.0 tr 0.2 5.0 13.6

High and Low temperatures in degrees Fahrenheit; Precipitation and Snow in inches

Population: 292,577 (1990); 294,565 (2000); 299,894 (2006); 304,307
(2011 projected); Race: 81.0% White, 11.9% Black, 3.7% Asian, 3.5%
Hispanic of any race (2006); Density: 572.9 persons per square mile
(2006); Average household size: 2.42 (2006); Median age: 37.8 (2006);
Males per 100 females: 92.5 (2006).
Religion: Five largest groups: 47.0% Catholic Church, 4.1% Jewish
Estimate, 2.6% The United Methodist Church, 1.8% Reformed Church in
America, 1.3% Episcopal Church (2000).
Economy: Unemployment rate: 3.8% (2006); Total civilian labor force:
160,451 (2006); Leading industries: 16.9% health care and social
assistance; 13.6% retail trade; 9.3% finance and insurance (2003); Farms:
484 totaling 69,063 acres (2002); Companies that employ 500 or more
persons: 27 (2003); Companies that employ 100 to 499 persons: 255
(2003); Companies that employ less than 100 persons: 8,815 (2003);
Black-owned businesses: n/a (2002); Hispanic-owned businesses: n/a
(2002); Asian-owned businesses: n/a (2002); Women-owned businesses:
5,383 (2002); Retail sales per capita: $19,614 (2007). Single-family
building permits issued: 425 (2006); Multi-family building permits issued:
100 (2006).
Income: Per capita income: $27,373 (2006); Median household income:
$49,209 (2006); Average household income: $65,078 (2006); Percent of
households with income of $100,000 or more: 17.8% (2006); Poverty rate:
10.8% (2004); Bankruptcy rate: 6.06% (2006).
Taxes: Total county taxes per capita: $864 (2004); County property taxes
per capita: $161 (2004).
Education: Percent of population age 25 and over with: High school
diploma (including GED) or higher: 86.4% (2006); Bachelor’s degree or
higher: 33.5% (2006); Master’s degree or higher: 15.8% (2006).
Housing: Homeownership rate: 58.4% (2006); Median home value:
$170,258 (2006); Median rent: $509 per month (2000); Median age of
housing: 44 years (2000).
Health: Birth rate: 100.6 per 10,000 population (2006); Death rate: 95.9 per
10,000 population (2006); Age-adjusted cancer mortality rate: 194.2 deaths
per 100,000 population (2004); Air Quality Index: 92.9% good, 6.8%
moderate, 0.3% unhealthy for sensitive individuals, 0.0% unhealthy
(percent of days in 2006); Number of physicians: 53.0 per 10,000
population (2004); Hospital beds: 51.3 per 10,000 population (2003);
Hospital admissions: 2,050.9 per 10,000 population (2003).
Elections: 2004 Presidential election results: 37.3% Bush, 60.7% Kerry,
1.8% Nader, 0.2% Badnarik
National and State Parks: Delmar State Game Farm; Thacher State Park
Additional Information Contacts

Albany County Government. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 447-7300
http://www.albanycounty.com

Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 431-1400
http://www.ac-chamber.org/

City of Albany. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 434-5090
http://www.albanyny.org

City of Cohoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 233-2119
http://www.cohoes.com

City of Watervliet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 270-3810
http://www.watervliet.com

Cohoes Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 237-1766
http://www.cohoeschamber.com

Delmar-Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce. . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 439-0512
http://www.bethlehemchamber.com

Guilderland Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 456-6611
http://www.guilderlandchamber.com

Town of Bethlehem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 439-4955
http://www.townofbethlehem.org

Town of Coeymans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 756-6006
http://www.coeymans.org

Town of Colonie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 783-2700
http://www.colonie.org

Town of Guilderland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 356-1980
http://www.townofguilderland.org

Town of Knox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 872-2551
http://www.helderweb.com/knox

Town of New Scotland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 439-4889
http://www.townofnewscotland.com

Village of Menands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 434-2922
http://www.villageofmenands.com/Home

Albany County Communities

ALBANY (city). County seat. Covers a land area of 21.378 square miles
and a water area of 0.465 square miles. Located at 42.66° N. Lat.; 73.78°
W. Long. Elevation is 127 feet.
History: Native American trails running in all directions crossed at the site
of Albany. Several ship captains, including Henry Hudson, dropped anchor
in the shallows near the present city, and made friends with the inhabitants.
The next settlers, who came in 1624, were mostly Walloons from Holland.
They built a fort and called it Fort Orange. Dutch, Norwegians, Danes,
Germans, and Scots all settled on this land. In 1652, Peter Stuyvesant was
sent out by the West India Company to set up a court and he laid out space
around Fort Orange for a new village called Beverwyck. In 1685, control
was relinquished to the English. The town became a mixture of Dutch and
British people and cultures. It was chartered as Albany in 1686. Early fur
trade made Albany residents wealthy, but wars plagued the area for almost
a century. At the end of the wars, Albany found itself at the crossroad of a
developing nation, with travelers coming by land, water, and rail.
Lumbering and manufacturing also became important in the 19th century.
Population: 100,756 (1990); 95,658 (2000); 96,319 (2006); 96,898 (2011
projected); Race: 58.8% White, 30.6% Black, 4.3% Asian, 6.4% Hispanic of
any race (2006); Density: 4,505.5 persons per square mile (2006); Average
household size: 2.35 (2006); Median age: 33.1 (2006); Males per 100
females: 91.6 (2006); Marriage status: 45.5% never married, 37.8% now
married, 8.5% widowed, 8.2% divorced (2000); Foreign born: 8.6% (2000);
Ancestry (includes multiple ancestries): 29.8% Other groups, 18.0% Irish,
12.4% Italian, 10.4% German, 5.2% English (2000).
Economy: Unemployment rate: 4.5% (2006); Total civilian labor force:
47,245 (2006); Single-family building permits issued: 19 (2006);
Multi-family building permits issued: 12 (2006); Employment by occupation:
12.8% management, 28.2% professional, 18.3% services, 28.7% sales,
0.0% farming, 4.6% construction, 7.4% production (2000).
Income: Per capita income: $20,014 (2006); Median household income:
$32,844 (2006); Average household income: $45,401 (2006); Percent of
households with income of $100,000 or more: 9.0% (2006); Poverty rate:
21.7% (2000).
Taxes: Total city taxes per capita: $488 (2004); City property taxes per
capita: $419 (2004).
Education: Percent of population age 25 and over with: High school
diploma (including GED) or higher: 81.3% (2006); Bachelor’s degree or
higher: 32.7% (2006); Master’s degree or higher: 15.4% (2006).

School District(s)

Albany City School District (PK-12)
2004-05 Enrollment: 9,919 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 462-7200

BOCES Albany-Schoh-Schenectady-Sarat (PK-PK)
2004-05 Enrollment: 819 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 456-9215

Brighter Choice Charter School-Boys (KG-03)
2004-05 Enrollment: 71 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 383-2877

Brighter Choice Charter School-Girls (KG-03)
2004-05 Enrollment: 73 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 383-2877

Guilderland Central School District (KG-12)
2004-05 Enrollment: 5,664 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 456-6200

New Covenant Charter School (KG-08)
2004-05 Enrollment: 858 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 463-3912

South Colonie Central School District (KG-12)
2004-05 Enrollment: 5,745 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 869-3576
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Population

Place 1990 2000 2006 Estimate 2011 Projection

Albany city Albany Co. 100,756 95,658 96,319 96,898

Amherst town Erie Co. 111,711 116,510 116,637 116,518

Babylon town Suffolk Co. 202,355 211,792 218,078 223,092

Bethlehem town Albany Co. 27,552 31,304 33,312 34,892

Binghamton city Broome Co. 53,017 47,380 45,282 43,504

Brentwood CDP Suffolk Co. 45,218 53,917 54,547 55,145

Brighton town Monroe Co. 34,458 35,588 34,309 33,374

Brighton CDP Monroe Co. 34,455 35,584 34,305 33,371

Brookhaven town Suffolk Co. 407,832 448,248 477,770 500,426

Buffalo city Erie Co. 328,123 292,648 279,734 269,323

Carmel town Putnam Co. 28,816 33,006 35,111 36,789

Centereach CDP Suffolk Co. 26,720 27,285 28,959 30,242

Central Islip CDP Suffolk Co. 27,789 31,950 32,619 33,131

Cheektowaga town Erie Co. 99,314 94,019 90,787 88,131

Cheektowaga CDP Erie Co. 84,387 79,988 77,490 75,434

Chili town Monroe Co. 25,178 27,638 28,778 29,676

Cicero town Onondaga Co. 25,560 27,982 30,354 32,143

Clarkstown town Rockland Co. 79,346 82,082 83,222 84,197

Clay town Onondaga Co. 59,749 58,805 59,371 59,797

Clifton Park town Saratoga Co. 30,117 32,995 37,120 40,342

Colonie town Albany Co. 76,536 79,258 81,310 83,025

Commack CDP Suffolk Co. 36,124 36,367 36,835 37,183

Coram CDP Suffolk Co. 30,173 34,923 36,851 38,354

Cortlandt town Westchester Co. 37,357 38,467 40,046 41,237

Deer Park CDP Suffolk Co. 29,019 28,316 28,974 29,471

East Fishkill town Dutchess Co. 22,101 25,589 29,231 32,005

East Meadow CDP Nassau Co. 36,909 37,461 38,188 38,757

Eastchester town Westchester Co. 30,867 31,318 31,531 31,718

Elmira city Chemung Co. 33,719 30,940 29,728 28,681

Elmont CDP Nassau Co. 28,612 32,657 32,166 31,764

Franklin Square CDP Nassau Co. 28,205 29,342 29,558 29,740

Freeport village Nassau Co. 39,894 43,783 43,693 43,618

Glenville town Schenectady Co. 28,771 28,183 28,679 29,160

Greece town Monroe Co. 90,106 94,141 94,665 95,015

Greenburgh town Westchester Co. 83,816 86,764 90,457 93,282

Guilderland town Albany Co. 28,877 32,688 33,456 34,073

Hamburg town Erie Co. 53,735 56,259 56,692 57,014

Haverstraw town Rockland Co. 32,712 33,811 34,765 35,473

Hempstead village Nassau Co. 49,435 56,554 56,762 56,910

Hempstead town Nassau Co. 725,630 755,924 755,157 754,262

Henrietta town Monroe Co. 36,376 39,028 41,681 43,552

Hicksville CDP Nassau Co. 40,174 41,260 41,232 41,268

Holbrook CDP Suffolk Co. 25,273 27,512 28,858 29,912

Huntington town Suffolk Co. 191,474 195,289 200,225 204,178

Huntington Station CDP Suffolk Co. 28,247 29,910 29,609 29,401

Irondequoit CDP and town Monroe Co. 52,371 52,354 51,379 50,639

Islip town Suffolk Co. 299,587 322,612 332,650 340,638

Ithaca city Tompkins Co. 29,541 29,287 30,523 31,667

Jamestown city Chautauqua Co. 34,689 31,730 30,002 28,560

Lancaster town Erie Co. 32,181 39,019 41,507 43,399
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644 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Profiles of New York State

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) assesses mathematics in five content areas: number properties and operations; 
measurement; geometry; data analysis and probability; and algebra. The NAEP mathematics scale ranges from 0 to 500.

Overall Mathematics Results for New York
In 2005, the average scale score for eighth-grade students in New 
York was 280. This was not significantly different from¹ their 
average score in 2003 (280), and was higher than their average 
score in 1990 (261). 
New York's average score (280) in 2005 was higher than that of 
the Nation's public schools (278). 
Of the 52 states and other jurisdictions² that participated in the 
2005 eighth-grade assessment, students' average scale scores in 
New York were higher than those in 17 jurisdictions, not 
significantly different from those in 18 jurisdictions, and lower than 
those in 16 jurisdictions. 
The percentage of students in New York who performed at or 
above the NAEP Proficient level was 31 percent in 2005. This 
percentage was not significantly different from that in 2003 (32 
percent), and was greater than that in 1990 (15 percent). 
The percentage of students in New York who performed at or 
above the NAEP Basic level was 70 percent in 2005. This 
percentage was not significantly different from that in 2003 (70 
percent), and was greater than that in 1990 (50 percent). 

Student Percentage at NAEP Achievement Levels

Performance of NAEP Reporting Groups in New York
Percent Average Percent Percent of students at or above Percent

Reporting groups of students score below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced
Male 50   280   30   70 31   7   
Female 50   280   30   70 30   6   
White 55   290   17   83 41   8   
Black 19   259   54   46 11   1   
Hispanic 18   262   49   51 14   2   
Asian/Pacific Islander 7   298   17   83 50   19   
American Indian/Alaska Native #   ‡   ‡   ‡ ‡   ‡   
Eligible for free/reduced-price school lunch 45   267 44 56 19   3   
Not eligible for free/reduced-price school lunch 50   291   17   83 41   9   

Average Score Gaps Between Selected Groups
In 2005, male students in New York had an average score that 
was not found to be significantly different from that of female 
students. In 1990, there was no significant difference between the 
average score of male and female students. 
In 2005, Black students had an average score that was lower than 
that of White students by 32 points. In 1990, the average score for 
Black students was lower than that of White students by 39 points. 
In 2005, Hispanic students had an average score that was lower 
than that of White students by 28 points. In 1990, the average 
score for Hispanic students was lower than that of White students 
by 35 points. 
In 2005, students who were eligible for free/reduced-price school 
lunch, an indicator of poverty, had an average score that was lower 
than that of students who were not eligible for free/reduced-price 
school lunch by 24 points. In 1996, the average score for students 
who were eligible for free/reduced-price school lunch was lower 
than the score of those not eligible by 29 points. 
In 2005, the score gap between students at the 75th percentile and 
students at the 25th percentile was 48 points. In 1990, the score 
gap between students at the 75th percentile and students at the 
25th percentile was 50 points. 

Mathematics Scale Scores at Selected Percentiles

Scores at selected percentiles on the NAEP mathematics scale indicate 
how well students at lower, middle, and higher levels of the distribution 
performed.

# The estimate rounds to zero.  ‡ Reporting standards not met.

* Significantly different from 2005.  Significantly higher than 2003.  Significantly lower than 2003. 

¹ Comparisons (higher/lower/not different) are based on statistical tests. The .05 level was used for testing statistical significance. Performance comparisons may be 
affected by differences in exclusion rates across years for students with disabilities (3% nationally in 2005) and English language learners (1% nationally in 2005) in the 
NAEP samples. Statistical comparisons are calculated on the basis of unrounded scale scores or percentages. 
² "Other Jurisdictions" refers to the District of Columbia and the Department of Defense Education Activity schools. 
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding and because the "Information not available" category for free/reduced-price lunch and the "Unclassifed" category 
for race/ethnicity are not displayed. Visit http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/states/ for additional results and detailed information. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
selected years, 1990–2005 Mathematics Assessments. 
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