
History of New York State

The first peoples of New York are estimated to have ar-
rived around 10,000 BC. Around AD 800, Iroquois an-
cestors moved into the area from the Appalachian region.
The people of the Point Peninsula Complex were the pre-
decessors of the Algonquian peoples of New York. By
around 1100, the distinct Iroquoian-speaking and
Algonquian-speaking cultures that would eventually be
encountered by Europeans had developed. The five na-
tions of the Iroquois League developed a powerful con-
federacy about the 15th century that controlled territory
throughout present-day New York, into Pennsylvania
around the Great Lakes. For centuries, the Mohawk culti-
vated maize fields in the lowlands of the Mohawk River,
which were later taken over by Dutch settlers at
Schenectady, New York when they bought this territory.
The Iroquois nations to the west also had well-cultivated
areas and orchards.

The Iroquois established dominance over the fur trade
throughout their territory, bargaining with European col-
onists. Other New York tribes were more subject to either
European destruction or assimilation within the Iroquoian
confederacy. Situated athwart major Native trade routes
in the Northeast and positioned between French and Eng-
lish zones of settlement, the Iroquois were intensely
caught up with the onrush of Europeans, which is also to
say that the settlers, whether Dutch, French or English,
were caught up with the Iroquois as well. Algonquian
tribes were less united among their tribes; they typically
lived along rivers, streams, or the Atlantic Coast. But,
both groups of natives were well-established peoples with
highly sophisticated cultural systems; these were little un-
derstood or appreciated by the European colonists who
encountered them. The natives had “a complex and elab-
orate native economy that included hunting, gathering,
manufacturing, and farming...[and were] a mosaic of Na-
tive American tribes, nations, languages, and political as-
sociations.” The Iroquois usually met at an Onondaga in
Northern New York, which changed every century or so,
where they would coordinate policies on how to deal with
Europeans and strengthen the bond between the Five
Nations.

Pre-colonial period

In 1524, Giovanni da Verrazzano, an Italian explorer in
the service of the French crown, explored the Atlantic
coast of North America between the Carolinas and New-
foundland, including New York Harbor and Narragansett
Bay. On April 17, 1524 Verrazzano entered New York
Bay, by way of the Strait now called the Narrows. He de-
scribed “a vast coastline with a deep delta in which every
kind of ship could pass” and he adds: “that it extends in-

land for a league and opens up to form a beautiful lake.
This vast sheet of water swarmed with native boats”. He
landed on the tip of Manhattan and perhaps on the fur-
thest point of Long Island.

In 1535, Jacques Cartier, a French explorer, became the
first European to describe and map the Saint Lawrence
River from the Atlantic Ocean, sailing as far upriver as
the site of Montreal.

Dutch and British colonial period

On April 4, 1609, Henry Hudson, in the employ of the
Dutch East India Company, departed Amsterdam in com-
mand of the ship Halve Maen (Half Moon). On Septem-
ber 3 he reached the estuary of the Hudson River. He
sailed up the Hudson River to about Albany near the con-
fluence of the Mohawk River and the Hudson. His voy-
age was used to establish Dutch claims to the region and
to the fur trade that prospered there after a trading post
was established at Albany in 1614.

In 1614, the Dutch under the command of Hendrick
Christiaensen, built Fort Nassau (now Albany) the first
Dutch settlement in North America and the first European
settlement in what would become New York. It was re-
placed by nearby Fort Orange (New Netherland) in 1623.

The British conquered New Netherland in 1664; Lenient
terms of surrender most likely kept local resistance to a
minimum. The colony and city were both renamed New
York (and “Beverwijck” was renamed Albany) after its
new proprietor, James II later King of England, Ireland
and Scotland, who was at the time Duke of York and
Duke of Albany. The population of New Netherland at
the time of English takeover was 7,000-8,000.

Province of New York (1664-1776)

Thousands of poor German farmers, chiefly from the Pal-
atine region of Germany, migrated to upstate districts af-
ter 1700. They kept to themselves, married their own,
spoke German, attended Lutheran churches, and retained
their own customs and foods. They emphasized farm
ownership. Some mastered English to become conversant
with local legal and business opportunities. They ignored
the Indians and tolerated slavery (although few were rich
enough to own a slave).

Large manors were developed along the Hudson River by
elite colonists during the 18th century, including
Livingston, Cortlandt, Philipsburg, and Rensselaerswyck.
The manors represented more than half of the colony’s
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undeveloped land. The Province of New York thrived
during this time, its economy strengthened by Long Is-
land and Hudson Valley agriculture, in conjunction with
trade and artisanal activity at the Port of New York; the
colony was a breadbasket and lumberyard for the British
sugar colonies in the Caribbean. New York’s population
grew substantially during this century: from the first co-
lonial census (1698) to the last (1771), the province grew
ninefold, from 18,067 to 168,007.

New York in the American Revolution

New York played a pivotal role in the Revolutionary
War. The colony verged on revolt following the Stamp
Act of 1765, advancing the New York City-based Sons of
Liberty to the forefront of New York politics. The Act
exacerbated the depression the province experienced after
unsuccessfully invading Canada in 1760. Even though
New York City merchants lost out on lucrative military
contracts, the group sought common ground between the
King and the people; however, compromise became im-
possible as of April 1775 Battles of Lexington and Con-
cord. Two powerful families had for decades assembled
colony-wide coalitions of supporters. With few excep-
tions, men long associated with the DeLancey faction
went along when its leadership decided to support the
crown while members of the Livingston faction became
Patriots.

New York’s strategic central location and port made it
key to controlling the colonies. The British assembled the
century’s largest fleet: at one point 30,000 British sailors
and soldiers anchored off Staten Island. General George
Washington barely escaped New York City with his army
in November 1776; General Sir William Howe was suc-
cessful in driving Washington out, but erred by expand-
ing into New Jersey. By January 1777, he retained only a
few outposts near New York City. The British held the
city for the duration, using it as a base for expeditions
against other targets.

In October 1777, American General Horatio Gates won
the Battle of Saratoga, later regarded as the war’s turning
point. Had Gates not held, the rebellion might well have
broken down: losing Saratoga would have cost the entire
Hudson-Champlain corridor, which would have separated
New England from the rest of the colonies and split the
future union.

Statehood to the Civil War

The Stadt Huys in Albany became the state’s seat of gov-
ernment when Albany became the permanent capitol in
1797.

Upon war’s end, New York’s borders became well-de-
fined: the counties east of Lake Champlain became Ver-
mont and the state’s western borders were settled by
1786.

Many Iroquois supported the British (typically fearing fu-
ture American ambitions). Many were killed during the
war; others went into exile with the British. Those re-
maining lived on twelve reservations; by 1826 only eight
reservations remained, all of which survived into the 21st
century.

The state adopted its constitution in April 1777, creating
a strong executive and strict separation of powers. It
strongly influenced the federal constitution a decade
later. Debate over the federal constitution in 1787 led to
formation of the groups known as Federalists—mainly
“downstaters” (those who lived in or near New York
City) who supported a strong national government—and
Antifederalists—mainly upstaters (those who lived to the
city’s north and west) who opposed large national institu-
tions. In 1787, Alexander Hamilton, a leading Federalist
from New York and signatory to the Constitution, wrote
the first essay of the Federalist Papers. He published and
wrote most of the series in New York City newspapers in
support of the proposed United States Constitution.
Antifederalists were not swayed by the arguments, but
the state ratified it in 1788.

In 1785, New York City became the national capital and
continued as such on and off until 1790; George Wash-
ington was inaugurated as the first President of the
United States in front of Federal Hall in 1789. The United
States Bill of Rights was drafted there, and the United
States Supreme Court sat for the first time. From state-
hood to 1797, the Legislature frequently moved the state
capital between Albany, Kingston, Poughkeepsie, and
New York City. Thereafter, Albany retained that role.

In the early 19th century, New York became a center for
advancement in transportation. In 1807, Robert Fulton
initiated a steamboat line from New York to Albany, the
first successful enterprise of its kind. By 1815, Albany
was the state’s turnpike center, which established the city
as the hub for pioneers migrating west to Buffalo and the
Michigan Territory.

In 1825 the Erie Canal opened, securing the state’s eco-
nomic dominance. Its impact was enormous: one source
stated, “Linking the Atlantic Ocean and the Great Lakes,
the canal was an act of political will that joined the re-
gions of the state, created a vast economic hinterland for
New York City, and established a ready market for agri-
cultural products from the state’s interior.” In that year
western New York transitioned from “frontier” to settled
area. By this time, all counties and most municipalities
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had incorporated, approximately matching the state’s is
organized today. In 1831, the Mohawk and Hudson Rail-
road started the country’s first successful regularly-
scheduled steam railroad service.

Advancing transportation quickly led to settlement of the
fertile Mohawk and Gennessee valleys and the Niagara
Frontier. Buffalo and Rochester became boomtowns. Sig-
nificant migration of New England “Yankees” (mainly of
English descent) to the central and western parts of the
state led to minor conflicts with the more settled “York-
ers” (mainly of German, Dutch, and Scottish descent).
More than 15% of the state’s 1850 population had been
born in New England. The western part of the state grew
fastest at this time. By 1840, New York was home to
seven of the nation’s thirty largest cities.

During this period, towns established academies for edu-
cation, including for girls. The western area of the state
was a center of progressive causes, including support of
abolitionism, temperance, and women’s rights. Religious
enthusiasms flourished and the Latter Day Saint move-
ment was founded in the area by Joseph Smith and his vi-
sion. Some supporters of abolition participated in the
Underground Railroad, helping fugitive slaves reach
freedom in Canada or in New York.

In addition, in the early 1840s the state legislature and
Governor William H. Seward expanded rights for free
blacks and fugitive slaves in New York: in 1840 the leg-
islature passed laws protecting the rights of African
Americans against Southern slave-catchers. One guaran-
teed alleged fugitive slaves the right of a jury trial in New
York to establish whether they were slaves, and another
pledged the aid of the state to recover free blacks kid-
napped into slavery, (as happened to Solomon Northup of
Saratoga Springs in 1841, who did not regain freedom
until 1853.) In 1841 Seward signed legislation to repeal a
“nine-month law” that allowed slaveholders to bring their
slaves into the state for a period of nine months before
they were considered free. After this, slaves brought to
the state were immediately considered freed, as was the
case in some other free states. Seward also signed legisla-
tion to establish public education for all children, leaving
it up to local jurisdictions as to how that would be
supplied (some had segregated schools).

New York culture bloomed in the first half of the 19th
century: in 1809 Washington Irving wrote the satirical A
History of New York under the pen name Diedrich
Knickerbocker, and in 1819 he based Rip Van Winkle and
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow in Hudson Valley towns.
Thomas Cole’s Hudson River School was established in
the 1830s by showcasing dramatic landscapes of the
Hudson Valley. The first baseball teams formed in New
York City in the 1840s, including the New York Knicker-

bockers. Professional baseball later located its Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown. Saratoga Race Course, an annual
summer attraction in Saratoga Springs, opened in 1847.

New York in the American Civil War

A war was not in the best interest of business, because
New York had strong ties to the Deep South, both
through the port of New York and manufacture of cotton
goods in upstate textile mills. Half of New York City’s
exports were related to cotton before the war. Southern
businessmen so frequently traveled to the city that they
established favorite hotels and restaurants. Trade was
based on moving Southern goods. The city’s large Demo-
crat community feared the impact of Abraham Lincoln’s
election in 1860 and the mayor urged secession of New
York.

By the time of the 1861 Battle of Fort Sumter, such polit-
ical differences decreased and the state quickly met Lin-
coln’s request for soldiers and supplies. Hundreds of
thousands of New York’s young men fought during the
Civil War, more than any other Northern state. While no
battles were waged in New York, the state was not im-
mune to Confederate conspiracies, including one to burn
various New York cities and another to invade the state
via Canada.

In January 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, which freed the slaves in states that were still in
rebellion against the union. In March 1863, the federal
draft law was changed so that male citizens between 20
and 35 and unmarried citizens to age 45 were subject to
conscription. Those who could afford to hire a substitute
or pay $300 were exempt. Antiwar newspaper editors at-
tacked the law, and many immigrants and their descen-
dants resented being drafted in place of people who could
buy their way out. Democratic Party leaders raised the
specter of a deluge of freed southern blacks competing
with the white working class, then dominated by ethnic
Irish and immigrants. On the lottery’s first day, July 11,
1863, the first lottery draw was held. On Monday, July
13, 1863, five days of large-scale riots began, which were
dominated by ethnic Irish, who targeted blacks in the
city, their neighborhoods, and known abolitionist sympa-
thizers. As a result, many blacks left Manhattan
permanently, moving to Brooklyn or other areas.

End of the Civil War to 1900

Companies such as Eastman Kodak epitomized New
York’s manufacturing economy in the late 19th century.

In the following decades, New York strengthened its
dominance of the financial and banking industries. Manu-

18 Facts & Photos Profiles of New York State



facturing continued to rise: Eastman Kodak founded in
1888 in Rochester, General Electric in Schenectady, and
Endicott-Johnson Shoe Company in the Triple Cities are
some of the well-known companies founded during this
period. Buffalo and Niagara Falls attracted numerous fac-
tories following the advent of hydroelectric power in the
area. With industry blooming, workers began to unite in
New York as early as the 1820s. By 1882, the Knights of
Labor in New York City had 60,000 members. Trade un-
ions used political influence to limit working hours as
early as 1867. At the same time, New York’s agricultural
output peaked. Focus changed from crop-based to
dairy-based agriculture. The cheese industry became es-
tablished in the Mohawk Valley. By 1881, the state had
more than 241,000 farms. In the same period, the area
around New York harbor became the world’s oyster
capital, retaining that title into the early twentieth
century.

Immigration increased throughout the latter half of the
19th century. Starting with refugees from the Irish potato
famine in the 1840s, New York became a prominent en-
try point for those seeking a new life in the United States.
Between 1855 and 1890, an estimated 8 million immi-
grants passed through Castle Clinton at Battery Park in
Manhattan. Early in this period, most immigrants came
from Ireland and Germany. Ellis Island opened in 1892,
and between 1880 and 1920, most immigrants were Ger-
man and Eastern European Jews, Poles, and other eastern
and southern Europeans, including many Italians. By
1925, New York City’s population outnumbered that of
London, making it the most populous city in the world.
Arguably New York’s most identifiable symbol, Liberty
Enlightening the World (the Statue of Liberty), a gift
from France for the American centennial, was completed
in 1886. By the early 20th century, the statue was
regarded as the “Mother of Exiles”—a symbol of hope to
immigrants.

New York’s political pattern changed little after the
mid-19th century. New York City and its metropolitan
area was already heavily Democrat; Upstate was aligned
with the Republican Party and was a center of abolitionist
activists. In the 1850s, Democratic Tammany Hall be-
came one of the most powerful and durable political ma-
chines in United States history. Boss William Tweed
brought the organization to the forefront of city and then
state politics in the 1860s. Based on its command of a
large population, Tammany maintained influence until at
least the 1930s. Outside the city, Republicans were able
to influence the redistricting process enough to constrain
New York City and capture control of the Legislature in
1894. Both parties have seen national political success: in
the 39 presidential elections between 1856 and 2010,
Republicans won 19 times and Democrats 20 times.

1900 through the Great Depression

By 1900, New York was the richest and most populous
state. Two years prior, the five boroughs of New York
City became one city. Within decades, the city’s emblem
had become the skyscraper: the Woolworth Building was
the tallest building in the world from 1913, surpassed by
40 Wall Street in April 1930, the Chrysler Building in
1930, the Empire State Building in 1931, and the World
Trade Center in 1972 before losing the title in 1974.

The state was serviced by over a dozen major railroads
and at the start of the 20th century and electric Interurban
rail networks began to spring up around Syracuse, Roch-
ester and other cities in New York during this period.

Theodore Roosevelt

In the late 1890s governor Theodore Roosevelt and fel-
low Republicans such as Charles Evans Hughes worked
with many Democrats such as Al Smith to promote Pro-
gressivism. They battled trusts and monopolies (espe-
cially in the insurance industry), promoted efficiency,
fought waste, and called for more democracy in politics.
Democrats focused more on the benefits of progressivism
for their own ethnic working class base and for labor
unions.

Democratic political machines, especially Tammany Hall
in Manhattan, opposed woman suffrage because they
feared that the addition of female voters would dilute the
control they had established over groups of male voters.
By the time of the New York State referendum on
women’s suffrage in 1917, however, some wives and
daughters of Tammany Hall leaders were working for
suffrage, leading it to take a neutral position that was cru-
cial to the referendum’s passage.

Following a sharp but short-lived Depression at the be-
ginning of the decade, New York enjoyed a booming
economy during the Roaring Twenties. New York suf-
fered during the Great Depression, which began with the
Wall Street crash on Black Tuesday in 1929. The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission opened in 1934 to regu-
late the stock market. Franklin Delano Roosevelt was
elected governor in 1928, and the state faced upwards of
25% unemployment. His Temporary Emergency Relief
Agency, established in 1931, was the first work relief
program in the nation and influenced the national Federal
Emergency Relief Administration. Roosevelt was elected
President in 1932 in part because of his promises to ex-
tend New York-style relief programs across the country
via his New Deal. In 1932, Lake Placid was host to the
III Olympic Winter Games.
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World War II and the modern era

As the largest state, New York again supplied the most
resources during World War II. New York manufactured
11 percent of total United States military armaments pro-
duced during the war and suffered 31,215 casualties. The
war affected the state both socially and economically. For
example, to overcome discriminatory labor practices,
Governor Herbert H. Lehman created the Committee on
Discrimination in Employment in 1941 and Governor
Thomas E. Dewey signed the Ives-Quinn bill in 1945,
banning employment discrimination. The G.I. Bill of
1944, which offered returning soldiers the opportunity of
affordable higher education, forced New York to create a
public university system since its private universities
could not handle the influx; the State University of New
York was created by Governor Dewey in 1948.

World War II constituted New York’s last great industrial
era. At its conclusion, the defense industry shrank and the
economy shifted towards producing services rather than
goods. Returning soldiers disproportionately displaced
female and minority workers who had entered the indus-
trial workforce only when the war left employers no other
choice. Companies moved to the south and west, seeking
lower taxes and a less costly, non-union workforce. Many
workers followed the jobs. The middle class expanded
and created suburbs such as the one on Long Island. The
automobile accelerated this decentralization; planned
communities like Levittown offered affordable
middle-class housing.

Larger cities stopped growing around 1950. Growth re-
sumed only in New York City, in the 1980s. Buffalo’s
population fell by half between 1950 and 2000. Reduced
immigration and worker migration led New York State’s
population to decline for the first time between 1970 and
1980. California and Texas both surpassed it in
population.

New York entered its third era of massive transportation
projects by building highways, notably the New York
State Thruway. The project was unpopular with New
York City Democrats, who referred to it as “Dewey’s
ditch” and the “enemy of schools,” because the Thruway
disproportionately benefited upstate. The highway was
based on the German Autobahn and was unlike anything
seen at that point in the United States. It was within 30
miles (50 km) of 90% of the population at its conception.
Costing $600 million, the full 427-mile (687 km) project
opened in 1956.

Nelson Rockefeller was governor from 1959 to 1973 and
changed New York politics. He began as a liberal, but
grew more conservative: he limited SUNY’s growth, re-
sponded aggressively to the Attica Prison riot, and pro-

mulgated the uniquely severe Rockefeller Drug Laws.
The World Trade Center and other profligate projects
nearly drove New York City into bankruptcy in 1975.
The state took substantial budgetary control, which even-
tually led to improved fiscal prudence.

The Executive Mansion was retaken by Democrats in
1974 and remained under Democratic control for 20
years under Hugh Carey and Mario Cuomo. Late-century
Democrats became more centrist, including US Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (1977-2001) and New York
City Mayor Ed Koch (1978-1989), while state Republi-
cans began to align themselves with the more conserva-
tive national party. They gained power through the
elections of Senator Alfonse D’Amato in 1980, Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani in 1993, and Governor George Pataki
in 1994. New York remained one of the most liberal
states. In 1984, Ronald Reagan was the last Republican to
carry the state, although Republican Michael Bloomberg
served as New York City mayor in the early 21st century.

Last decades of the 20th century

In the late 20th century, telecommunication and high
technology industries employed many New Yorkers.
New York City was especially successful at this transi-
tion. Entrepreneurs created many small companies, as in-
dustrial firms such as Polaroid withered. This success
drew many young professionals into the still-dwindling
cities. New York City was the exception and has contin-
ued to draw new residents. The energy of the city created
attractions and new businesses. Some people believe that
changes in policing created a less threatening environ-
ment; crime rates dropped, and urban development
reduced urban decay.

This in turn led to a surge in culture. New York City be-
came, once again, “the center for all things chic and
trendy.” Hip-hop and rap music, led by New York City,
became the most popular pop genre. Immigration to both
the city and state rose. New York City, with a large gay
and lesbian community, suffered many deaths from AIDS
beginning in the 1980s.

New York City increased its already large share of televi-
sion programming, home to the network news broadcasts,
as well as two of the three major cable news networks.
The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times became
two of the three “national” newspapers, read throughout
the country. New York also increased its dominance of
the financial services industry centered on Wall Street,
led by banking expansion, a rising stock market, innova-
tions in investment banking, including junk bond trading
and accelerated by the savings and loan crisis that
decimated competitors elsewhere in New York.
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Upstate did not fare as well as downstate; the major in-
dustries that began to reinvigorate New York City did not
typically spread to other regions. The number of farms in
the state had fallen to 30,000 by 1997. City populations
continued to decline while suburbs grew in area, but did
not increase proportionately in population. High-tech in-
dustry grew in cities such as Corning and Rochester.
Overall New York entered the new millennium “in a po-
sition of economic strength and optimism”.

September 11, 2001 to the present

New York entered a new era following the September 11,
2001 attacks, the worst terrorist attack ever to take place
on American soil. Two of the four hijacked passenger jets
crashed into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center,

destroying them, and killing almost 3,000 people. One
flew into the Pentagon demolishing the walls. The final
one was almost taken back over by the passengers aboard
and crashed into an open grassland with 296 out of the
500 people dead. Thousands of New Yorkers volunteered
their time to search the ruin for survivors and remains in
the following weeks.

Following the attacks, plans were announced to rebuild
the World Trade Center site. 7 World Trade Center be-
came the first World Trade Center skyscraper to be re-
built in five years after the attacks. One World Trade
Center opened on November 3, 2014.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_New_York_(state)
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Timeline of New York History

1524
Explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano, commissioned by the
King of France, sailed to the New World, and into what is
now New York Harbor; probably accompanied by
Jacques Cartier.

1609
After sailing to the New World on the Halve Maen,
Henry Hudson explored the mighty river that would later
be named for him. Samuel de Champlain explored the
northeastern region of the area now called New York and
discovered his namesake, Lake Champlain.

1624
The first Dutch settlement was established; for 40 years
the Dutch ruled over the colony of New Netherland.

1664
The British army conquered the colony of New
Netherland, which was then re-named New York, in
honor of the Duke of York.

1754-1763
The French and Indian War, a fierce contest to gain
control of the New World, changed the course of history.
The British and American colonists fought against the
French and Canadians, with Native American allies on
both sides. By uniting the colonies and building their
military strength and confidence, this war set the stage
for the American Revolution.

1765
New York City hosted the first Colonial Congress, a
conference called to discuss the King of England’s Stamp
Act.

1775-1783
The Revolutionary War. On May 10, 1775, Ethan Allen,
Benedict Arnold and 83 “Green Mountain Boys”
surprised the sleeping British garrison at Fort
Ticonderoga and took the fort called the Key to a
Continent without firing a shot. This was the first
American victory of the Revolutionary War.

1776
After serving as a colony of Great Britain for over a
century, New York declared its independence on July 9,
becoming one of the original 13 states of the Federal
Union.

1777
New York’s first constitution was adopted on April 20.
George Clinton was elected as New York’s first
Governor in June. On October 17, the Americans
defeated the British at the Battle of Saratoga, one of the
decisive battles of the world. This victory marked the
turning point of the Revolution, leading to the

Americans’ alliance with the French and eventual
victory.

1783
On November 25, the last British troops evacuated New
York City, which had been occupied by the British since
September 1776. This was the last British military
position in the US. After they departed, US General
George Washington entered the city in triumph to the
cheers of New Yorkers.

1785-1790
New York City became the first capital of the United
States. In 1789, it was the site of George Washington’s
inauguration as the first US President; it remained the
nation’s capital until 1790.

1792
The New York Stock Exchange was founded in New
York City.

1797
In January, Albany became the capital of New York
State.

1802
The US Military Academy opened at West Point.

1807
Robert Fulton’s North River Steamboat traveled from
New York to Albany. This first voyage of significant
distance made by a steamboat began a new era in
transportation.

1825
The Erie Canal opened in 1825, linking the Hudson River
to the Great Lakes and leading to greater development in
the western part of the state.

1827
New York outlawed slavery. At the forefront of the
Underground Railroad movement, New York had more
anti-slavery organizations than any other state and strong
abolitionist leaders such as Harriet Tubman, Frederick
Douglass and John Brown. From the early 1800s until the
end of the Civil War in 1865, thousands of people passed
through New York as they traveled to freedom in
Canada.

1837
Martin Van Buren, born in Kinderhook, became the
eighth President of the US.

1848
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and more than
300 women and men gathered in Seneca Falls, for the
nation’s first women’s rights convention.
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1850
Millard Fillmore, born in Cayuga County, became the
13th President of the US.

1860s
The State of New York supplied almost one-sixth of all
Union forces during the Civil War, which began in 1861.

1883
The Brooklyn Bridge, a wonder of design and
engineering, opened. P.T. Barnum led a parade of 21
elephants back and forth across the bridge, to
demonstrate its sturdiness to skeptics.

1886
The Statue of Liberty, a gift from France to the United
States in honor of the Centennial of the American
Declaration of Independence, was dedicated on October
28 in New York Harbor.

1890s-1954
Between 1892 and 1954, more than 12 million
immigrants passed through Ellis Island, an immigration
facility that is now part of the Statue of Liberty National
Monument.

1899
The State Capitol at Albany was completed.

1901
When President William McKinley was assassinated in
Buffalo, Theodore Roosevelt (born in New York City),
was hurriedly sworn in as the 26th president of the US.
Not quite 43 years old, TR became the youngest
president in the nation’s history.

1902
New York City’s first skyscraper was built: the 21-story
Flatiron building at 23rd Street and Fifth Avenue.

1904
New York City’s first subway line, called the IRT,
opened.

1920
On August 26, the 19th Amendment to the US
Constitution extended the right to vote to women. After a
long struggle, women could vote in the fall elections,
including the Presidential election.

1932
Lake Placid hosted the Olympic Winter Games. The
Whiteface Lake Placid Olympic Center at the site
features an Olympic Museum and Sports Complex.

1931
The Empire State Building and the Chrysler Building
were completed, and the George Washington Bridge
opened, all adding to the New York City’s burgeoning
skyline.

1933
Franklin D. Roosevelt, born near Hyde Park, became the
32nd President of the US.

1939
The World’s Fair opened in New York City,
corresponding to the 150th anniversary of George
Washington’s inauguration as first President of the US.
Many countries around the world participated; over 44
million people attended over two seasons.

1941-1945
World War II. Three WWII ships on display at the
Buffalo/Erie County Naval and Military Park include the
Destroyer USS The Sullivans, named for five brothers
who lost their lives on November 13, 1942 following the
Naval Battle of Guadalcanal; the guided missile cruiser
USS Little Rock; and the submarine USS Croaker.

1952
New York City became the permanent headquarters of
the United Nations.

1956
New York City hosted a Subway Series; a Major League
baseball championship between the New York Yankees
and the Brooklyn Dodgers.

1961-1975
The Vietnam War. The New York State Vietnam
Memorial at the Empire State Plaza in Albany
commemorates the military service of New York State
residents who served their country in Southeast Asia
between 1961 and 1975, including more than 4,000 who
lost their lives or were declared missing in action.

1964
The World’s Fair opened (again) in New York City.

1969
The three-day Woodstock Music & Art Fair was held on
a former dairy farm in Bethel. The open-air festival
featured icons of rock music and attracted half a million
fans. Today the Bethel Woods Center for the Arts
features a1960s museum and presents concerts at the site.
The New York Mets won the 1969 World Series.

1973
The World Trade Center was completed. Each of the twin
towers measured 1,368 feet in height. Lieutenant
Governor Malcom Wilson became Governor of NY upon
the resignation of Nelson Rockefeller.

1974
Hugh Carey was elected Governor of NY.

1977
The New York Yankees won the World Series.

The I LOVE NEW YORK tourism campaign was
created. Amid a nationwide recession, Governor Hugh
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Carey and the NY Department of Commerce made a
strategic decision—to market tourism as a means to
improve the state’s economy. It started with four little
words. I LOVE NEW YORK—slogan, logo and
jingle—created an overall theme that was an instant hit.
The clear simple message has endured for more than 35
years, reflecting its universal appeal and New York’s
cultural and natural wonders.

1978
Hugh Carey was re-elected Governor of NY.

The New York Yankees won the World Series.

1980
Lake Placid hosted the Olympic Winter Games for a
second time. The Whiteface Lake Placid Olympic Center
at the site features an Olympic Museum and Sports
Complex.

1982
Mario Cuomo was elected Governor of NY.

The musical Cats opened on Broadway, beginning a run
of nearly 20 years. Winner of the 1983 Tony for Best
Musical, this show charmed audiences with spectacular
choreography and songs by Andrew Lloyd Webber.

1984
The New York State Vietnam Memorial was dedicated at
the Empire State Plaza in Albany. Commemorating the
military service of New York State residents who served
their country in Southeast Asia between 1961 and 1975,
including more than 4,000 who lost their lives or were
declared missing in action, the memorial was the first
such state effort in the nation.

1986
Mario Cuomo was re-elected Governor of NY.

The New York Mets won the World Series.

1988
The musical Phantom of the Opera, now a multi-Tony
Award winner and the longest running show on
Broadway, opened.

1989
David Dinkins was elected Mayor of New York City. He
was the City’s first African-American mayor.

1990
Mario Cuomo was re-elected Governor of NY.

1992
On May 17, the New York Stock Exchange Bicentennial
celebrated its 200th anniversary as one of the world’s
most vital and enduring financial institutions.

1993
On February 26, a terrorist attack at the World Trade
Center killed six people and injured over 1000. In 1995,
militant Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman and nine others were
convicted of conspiracy charges, and in 1998, Ramzi
Yousef, believed to have been the mastermind, was
convicted of the bombing. Al-Qaeda involvement was
suspected.

1994
George Pataki was elected Governor of NY.

On January 1, Rudolph Giuliani was sworn in as the
107th Mayor of New York City. He was the City’s first
Republican mayor in two decades. Among other things,
he set out to reduce crime and reinvent the Times Square
area as a family-friendly tourist destination.

1996
The New York Yankees won the World Series.

1998
George Pataki was re-elected Governor of NY.

The New York Yankees won the World Series.

1999
The New York Yankees won the World Series.

2000
The New York Yankees won the World Series.

Former first lady Hillary Clinton was elected to the US
Senate. She was the first female senator to represent New
York.

2001
On September 11, terrorist attacks destroyed the World
Trade Center. Nearly 3,000 people were killed. The NY
Stock Exchange closed for four days—its longest closure
since 1933. Symbolizing our nation’s strength and
resilience, it reopened on September 17, setting a record
volume of 2.37 billion shares. Today, the National
September 11 Memorial & Museum honors the nearly
3,000 people killed in the terror attacks of September 11,
2001 at the World Trade Center site; near Shanksville,
Pennsylvania; and at the Pentagon; as well as the six
people killed in the World Trade Center bombing in
February 1993.

2002
George Pataki was re-elected Governor of NY.

2006
The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor opened in
November at the New Windsor Cantonment State
Historic Site in the Hudson Valley. The facility
commemorates the extraordinary sacrifices of America’s
servicemen and servicewomen who were killed or
wounded in combat, and shares the stories of America’s
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combat wounded veterans and those who never returned,
all recipients of the Purple Heart. The first beam of the
new Freedom Tower was placed at the World Trade
Center Memorial Site, now the National September 11
Memorial & Museum.

2007
Eliot Spitzer was sworn in as Governor of NY on January
11.

2008
In March, Lieutenant Governor David Paterson became
Governor of NY, upon the resignation of Eliot Spitzer.
He is New York’s first African-American governor and
first legally blind governor, as well as the fourth
African-American governor in the US. Governor
Paterson is nationally recognized as a leading advocate
for the visually and physically impaired.

2009
In January, NY Senator Hilary Clinton was sworn in as
US Secretary of State. Appointed by President Barack
Obama, she is the first former First Lady to serve in a
president’s cabinet.

In May, Pedestrian Malls were created at Times Square
and Herald Square on Broadway. Beginning on May 22,
New York City’s Broadway was closed to vehicle traffic
for five blocks at Times Square, turning part of the
“Crossroads of the World” into a pedestrian mall with
cafe tables and benches. A second promenade was
created at Herald Square where Macy’s, the world’s
largest store, dominates the intersection. The plan is part
of an experiment to create open spaces for tourists and
make the city even more pedestrian friendly. The first
section of the High Line, from Gansevoort Street to West
20th Street, opened June 9. The unique public park, built
on an historic freight rail line elevated above the streets
on Manhattan’s West Side, offers spectacular views.

2010
Andrew Cuomo was elected Governor of New York on
November 2. Governor Andrew Cuomo’s father, Mario
Cuomo, was New York governor from 1983 to 1994.

2011
On June 24, New York became the sixth state in the
nation to legalize same-sex marriage. New adventure
parks opened at ski mountains across New York,
including the Outdoor Adventure Center at Greek Peak,
featuring an Alpine Mountain coaster; the Sky High
Adventure Park, Aerial Adventure and Mountain Coaster
at Holiday Valley; and the New York Zipline at Hunter
Mountain, the longest and highest in North America. On
September 22, Jane’s Carousel was installed in Brooklyn
Bridge Park. The first carousel to be listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, it was painstakingly
restored by Jane Walentas at her studio in Brooklyn’s
DUMBO neighborhood. Set beside the East River

between the Brooklyn and Manhattan bridges, the elegant
1922 carousel has 48 hand-carved horses and 1200
brilliant lights. Housed in a spectacular Pavilion designed
by renowned architect Jean Nouvel, it delights local
children and visitors from around the world. The
Carousel and Pavilion were a gift from the Walentas
family to the people of the City of New York.

2012
Destiny USA, one of the nation’s largest shopping
centers, opened in Syracuse. The 2.4-million-square-foot
tourist destination features luxury retailers, premium
outlets, diverse restaurants and unique entertainment like
an Ice Museum, WonderWorks and Canyon Climb
Adventure. Hurricane Sandy hit New York City on
October 29. It was the deadliest and most destructive
tropical cyclone of the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season, as
well as the second-costliest hurricane in US history. New
Yorkers and many other volunteers pulled together to
help clean up, supply food, and provide overall assistance
in the City’s recovery. Volun-tourism focused on the
areas hardest hit by Hurricane Sandy. Jane’s Carousel
(see 2011) survived Hurricane Sandy.

Raging waters engulfed the carousel, set on a three-foot-
high pavilion that usually stands 30 feet from the river.
From seven stories above and a block away, neighbors
took a photo of the still-lit pavilion—surrounded by
surging tides that threatened to wash it away. Amazingly
it survived. The photo of the illuminated carousel
surrounded by darkness and crashing waves spread across
the Internet, as a symbol of New York City’s resilience.

2013
Historic Saratoga Race Course celebrates its 150th
Anniversary.

2014
IBM says it’s teaming up with the New York Genome
Center to help fight brain cancer. Its Watson cloud
computing system will be used in partnership with the
genetic research center to help sequence DNA for the
treatment of glioblastoma, the most common type of
brain cancer in US adults.

On June 6, Karen DeCrow (b.1937), former head of
NOW (1974-1977), the National Organization for
Women, died at her home in Jamesville, NY.

A freakish storm swept off the Great Lakes on November
18 and after 3 days deposited 7 feet of snow and left at
least 12 people dead.

2015
David Letterman retires as the longest-serving talk show
host in history, broadcasting from New York City’s Ed
Sullivan Theater for 33 years.
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NYS Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver is arrested on
Federal corruption charges, the 41st elected New York
state official to be accused of misdeeds in the past 12
years.

After thirty-seven years, thoroughbred racehorse
American Pharoah joined the elite list of Triple Crown
winners with a resounding victory in the Belmont in New
York. He is the twelfth Triple Crown winner in American
racing history.

2016
A massive snowstorm, January 22-23 broke a snowfall
record in Central Park with 27.5 inches of snow, the most
seen in New York City since recordkeeping began in
1869. More still—34 inches—fell in Jackson Heights,
Queens.

Despite losing the New York State primary to
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton,
Donald Trump defeated Clinton to win the White House.
Throughout the campaign billionaire Trump appealed to
white, working-class Americans and others who felt left
behind by the economic recovery following the 2008
recession, and he took traditional Democratic stronghold
states such as Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.

2017
The first phase of a new New York City subway
line—the Second Avenue Subway (SAS) opened in
January with three new stations under Second Avenue on
the East Side of Manhattan. It will serve an estimated
200,000 riders daily. The full Second Avenue Line, is
planned in three additional phases, between 125th Street
and Hanover Square, for a total of 8.5 miles, 16 stations,
a projected daily ridership of 560,000, and a cost of more
than $17 billion.

A rented pickup truck was driven into cyclists and
runners for about one mile of the Hudson River Park’s
bike path in lower Manhattan, New York City, killing
eight and injuring eleven. Material found in the truck
indicated allegiance to the terrorist group ISIS.

The New York State Board of Regents adopted the newly
revised English Language Arts and Mathematics
Learning Standards, the result of a two-year
collaboration.

Simone Askew (20) became the first black woman to
captain the 4,400 member Corps of Cadets at West Point.

New York state’s Court of Appeals ruled that state
lawmakers had a rational reason for passing a ban on
assisted suicide and that the ban does not violate the state
Constitution.

2018
Joseph Percoco, a former aide to New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo, took more than $300,000 in bribes from
executives at two companies that did business with the
state government in the highest-profile federal corruption
case in New York since former state Assembly Speaker
Democrat Sheldon Silver, and former state Senate leader
Republican Dean Skelos, were convicted of corruption in
2015.

A Catskills casino promoted as economic boost to this
old resort area opened with more than 150 table games
and 2,150 slot machines about 80 miles northwest of
New York City. The $1.2 billion resort complex features
a hotel and golf course and is the fourth Las Vegas-style
upstate casino to open under a voter-approved
amendment to the state constitution.

The 2018 Olympic Winter Games in South Korea
included a number of athletes from upstate New
York—Remsen native Erin Hamlin, Saranac Lake native
Andrew Weibrecht, Codie Bascue of Whitehall, and
Rochester native Morgan Schild. The U.S. Ice Hockey
team included Brian Gionta (Rochester), Jordan
Greenway (Canton), David Leggio (Buffalo), and Emily
Pfalzer (Buffalo).

New York Supreme Court Judge Saliann Scarpulla ruled
that allegations “sufficiently support a claim that
President Trump intentionally used [Trump] Foundation
assets for his private interests knowing that it may not be
in the Foundation’s best interest,” clearing the way for a
civil lawsuit against the Trump Foundation. The lawsuit
spurred an investigation of the organization’s tax
practices by the state Tax Department, and the Trump
Foundation agreed to dissolve in December.

2019
New York began phasing in its landmark Paid Family
Leave law, increasing the number of weeks from eight to
10 weeks, and wage replacement benefits from 50 to 55
percent.

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo signed a measure
making it illegal to deny people a job, housing, education
or public accommodations because they are transgender.

A US federal judge ruled that New York state’s ban on
personal ownership of stun guns is unconstitutional.

New York state lawmakers gave final passage to
legislation that would allow Pres. Donald Trump’s state
tax returns to be released to congressional committees.

New York state’s Democrat-led Senate and Assembly
voted to repeal the religious exemption to vaccine
requirements for schoolchildren and Governor Cuomo
signed the measure.
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