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Section I

Index of Banks

An analysis of all rated

U.S. Commercial Banks and Savings Banks
Institutions are listed in alphabetical order.
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Section I Contents
This section contains Weiss Safety Ratings, key rating factors, and summary financial data for all 
U.S. federally-insured commercial banks and savings banks.  Companies are sorted in alphabetical 
order, first by company name, then by city and state.

Left Pages

1. Institution 
Name

The name under which the institution was chartered. If you cannot find 
the institution you are interested in, or if you have any doubts regarding 
the precise name, verify the information with the bank itself before 
proceeding.  Also, determine the city and state in which the institution is 
headquartered for confirmation.  (See columns 2 and 3.)

2. City The city in which the institution’s headquarters or main office is located.  
With the adoption of intrastate and interstate branching laws, many 
institutions operating in your area may actually be headquartered 
elsewhere.  So, don’t be surprised if the location cited is not in your 
particular city.

Also use this column to confirm that you have located the correct 
institution.  It is possible for two unrelated companies to have the same 
name if they are headquartered in different cities.

3. State The state in which the institution’s headquarters or main office is 
located.  With the adoption of interstate branching laws, some 
institutions operating in your area may actually be headquartered in 
another state.

4. Safety Rating Weiss rating assigned to the institution at the time of publication.  Our 
ratings are designed to distinguish levels of insolvency risk and are 
measured on a scale from A to F based upon a wide range of factors.  See 
About Weiss Safety Ratings for specific descriptions of each letter grade.

Highly rated companies are, in our opinion, less likely to experience 
financial difficulties than lower rated firms.  See About Weiss Safety
Ratings for more information.  Also, please be sure to consider the 
warnings regarding the ratings’ limitations and the underlying 
assumptions.

5. Prior Year 
Safety Rating

Weiss rating assigned to the institution based on data from December 31 
of the previous year.  Compare this rating to the company’s current 
rating to identify any recent changes.

6. Safety Rating 
Two Years Prior

Weiss rating assigned to the institution based on data from December 31 
two years ago.  Compare this rating to the ratings in the prior columns to 
identify longer term trends in the company’s financial condition.
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7. Total Assets The total of all assets listed on the institution’s balance sheet, in millions 
of dollars.  This figure primarily consists of loans, investments (such as 
municipal and treasury bonds), and fixed assets (such as buildings and 
other real estate).

Overall size is an important factor which affects the company’s ability to 
diversify risk and avoid vulnerability to a single borrower, industry, or 
geographic area.  Larger institutions are usually, although not always, 
more diversified and thus less susceptible to a downturn in a particular 
area.  Nevertheless, do not be misled by the general public perception 
that “bigger is better.”  Larger institutions are known for their inability to 
quickly adapt to changes in the marketplace and typically underperform 
their smaller brethren.

8. One Year 
Asset Growth

The percentage change in total assets over the previous 12 months.  
Moderate growth is generally a positive since it can reflect the 
maintenance or expansion of the company’s market share, leading to the 
generation of additional revenues.  Excessive growth, however, is 
generally a sign of trouble as it can indicate a loosening of underwriting 
practices in order to attract new business.

9. Commercial 
Loans/
Total Assets

The percentage of the institution’s asset base invested in loans to 
businesses. Commercial loans are the traditional bread and butter of 
commercial banks, although many have increased their business lending 
in recent years.

10. Consumer 
Loans/
Total Assets

The percentage of the institution’s asset base invested in loans to 
consumers, primarily credit cards.  Consumer lending has grown rapidly 
in recent years due to the high interest rates and fees institutions are able 
to charge.  On the down side, consumer loans usually experience higher 
delinquency and default rates than other loans, negatively impacting 
earnings down the road.

11. Home 
Mortgage 
Loans/
Total Assets

The percentage of the institution’s asset base invested in residential 
mortgage loans to consumers, excluding home equity loans.  Savings 
banks have traditionally dominated mortgage lending.  

This type of loan typically experiences lower default rates.  However, the 
length of the loan’s term can be a subject for concern during periods of 
rising interest rates. 
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12. Securities/
Total Assets

The percentage of the institution’s asset base invested in securities, 
including U.S. Treasury securities, mortgage-backed securities, and 
municipal bonds.  This does not include securities the institution may be 
holding on behalf of individual customers.

Although securities are similar to loans in that they represent obligations 
to pay a debt at some point in the future, they are a more liquid 
investment than loans and usually present less risk of default.  In 
addition, mortgage-backed securities can present less credit risk than 
holding mortgage loans themselves due to the diversification of the 
underlying mortgages.

13. Capitalization 
Index

An index that measures the adequacy of the institution’s capital 
resources to deal with potentially adverse business and economic 
situations that could arise.  It is based on an evaluation of the company’s 
degree of leverage compared to total assets as well as risk-adjusted 
assets.  See the Critical Ranges In Our Indexes for a description of the 
different critical levels presented in this index.

14. Leverage Ratio A regulatory ratio defined by the federal banking regulators as core (tier 1) 
capital divided by tangible assets.  This ratio answers the question: How 
much does the institution have in stockholders’ equity for every dollar of 
assets? Thus, the Leverage Ratio represents the amount of actual “capital 
cushion” the institution has to fall back on in times of trouble.  We feel that 
this is the single most important ratio in determining financial strength 
because it provides the best measure of an institution’s ability to withstand 
losses.
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15. Risk-Based 
Capital Ratio

A regulatory ratio defined by the federal banking regulators as total (tier 1 + 
tier 2) capital divided by risk-weighted assets.  This ratio addresses the issue 
that not all assets present the same level of credit risk to an institution.  As 
such, all assets and certain off-balance sheet commitments are assigned to 
risk categories based on the level of credit risk they pose and then weighted 
accordingly to arrive at risk-weighted assets.

For instance, assets with virtually no risk, such as cash and U.S. Treasury 
securities, are risk-weighted at 0% and therefore, not included in the 
calculation.  Assets with low risk, for example, high quality mortgage-
backed securities and state and municipal bonds, are partially weighted at 
20%.  

Those assets possessing moderate risk, such as residential mortgages and 
state and local revenue bonds are partially weighted at 50%.  And finally, 
assets considered to possess “normal” or “high” risk, including certain off-
balance sheet commitments such as unfunded loans, are risk-weighted at 
100%.  The summation of these categories of risk-weighted assets results in 
the figure used in the denominator of this ratio.

Please be aware that not all banks and savings banks are required to report 
risk-weighted assets as defined by the federal regulators.  Consequently, we 
have estimated this figure when necessary based on estimates used by the 
regulators themselves.
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Right Pages

1. Asset Quality 
Index

An index that measures the quality of the institution’s past underwriting 
and investment practices, as well as its loss reserve coverage.  See the 
Critical Ranges In Our Indexes for a description of the different critical 
levels presented in this index.

2. Adjusted 
Nonperforming 
Loans/
Total Loans

The percentage of the institution’s loan portfolio which is either past due on 
its payments by 90 days or more, or no longer accruing interest due to 
doubtful collectability plus a portion of all restructured loans, less 
government guaranteed GNMA loans and those loans protected by the 
FDIC. This ratio is affected primarily by the quality of the institution’s 
underwriting practices and the prosperity of the local economies where it is 
doing business.  While only a portion of these loans will actually end up in 
default, a high ratio here will have several negative consequences including 
increased loan loss provisions, increased loan collection expenses, and 
decreased interest revenues.

¹Nonperforming loans were adjusted in 2011 to include a portion of all restructured loans, less 
government guaranteed GNMA loans and those loans protected by the FDIC.
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3. Adjusted 
Nonperforming 
Loans/
Capital

The percentage of past due 90 days and nonaccruing loans plus a portion of 
all restructured loans, less government guaranteed GNMA loans and those 
loans protected by the FDIC to the company’s core (tier 1) capital plus 
reserve for loan losses.  This ratio answers the question:  If all of the bank’s 
significantly past due and nonaccruing loans were to go into default, how 
much would that eat into capital?  A large percentage of nonperforming 
loans signal imprudent lending practices which are a direct threat to the 
equity of the institution.

¹ Nonperforming loans were adjusted in 2011 to include a portion of all restructured loans, less 
government guaranteed GNMA loans and those loans protected by the FDIC.

4. Net Charge-
offs/
Average 
Loans

The ratio of foreclosed loans written off the institution’s books since the 
beginning of the year (less previous write-offs that were recovered) as a 
percentage of average loans for the year.  This ratio answers the question:  
What percentage of the bank’s past loans have actually become 
uncollectible?  Past loan charge-off experience is often a very good 
indication of what can be expected in the future, and high loan charge-off 
levels are usually an indication of poor underwriting practices.

5. Profitability 
Index

An index that measures the soundness of the institution’s operations and 
the contribution of profits to the company’s financial strength.  It is based 
on five sub-factors:  1) gain or loss on operations; 2) rates of return on 
assets and equity; 3) management of net interest margin; 4) generation of 
noninterest-based revenues; and 5) overhead expense management.  See 
the Critical Ranges In Our Indexes for a description of the different 
critical levels presented in this index.

6. Net Income The year-to-date net profit or loss recorded by the institution, in millions 
of dollars.  This figure includes the company’s operating profit (income 
from lending, investing, and fees less interest and overhead expenses) as 
well as nonoperating items such as capital gains on the sale of securities, 
income taxes, and extraordinary items.
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7. Return on Assets The ratio of net income for the year (year-to-date quarterly figures are 
converted to a 12-month equivalent) as a percentage of average assets for the 
year.  This ratio, known as ROA, is the most commonly used benchmark for 
bank profitability since it measures the company’s return on investment in a 
format that is easily comparable with other companies.

Historically speaking, a ratio of 1.0% or greater has been considered good 
performance.  However, this ratio will fluctuate with the prevailing 
economic times.  Also, larger banks tend to have a lower ratio.

8. Return on 
Equity

The ratio of net income for the year (year-to-date quarterly figures are 
converted to a 12-month equivalent) as a percentage of average equity for 
the year.  This ratio, known as ROE, is commonly used by a company’s 
shareholders as a measure of their return on investment.  It is not always a 
good measure of profitability, however, because inadequate equity levels at 
some institutions can result in unjustly high ROE’s.
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