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“O’Dea’s fourth edition updates library 
reference sources suited to the studies of 
American history, women’s political progress, 
and gender issues. The 850 entries provide 
essential portraits and data on women 
powerbrokers exerting their potential to 
smash obstacles to full citizenship, from 
colonial midwife Anne Marbury Hutchinson to 
union organizer Dolores Huerta to California 
congresswoman Nancy Pelosi. Entries on 
journalists, women’s health activists, and 
historic events in women’s rights highlight the 
heroines of nearly four centuries of protest, 
from silenced colonial dames and Quaker 
abolitionists to Ms. magazine and the January 
2017 Women’s March. The second volume 
surveys documents—letters, orations, 
manifestos, and amendments—that influenced 
and empowered women of all races and 
ethnicities in law, politics, and the military. An 
appendix outlines citizen victories by date and 
precedes reference sources and primary and 
secondary indexing. This valuable 
compendium belongs in public, high-
school, college, and university libraries.” 
      -Booklist 
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“The editor is very even handed in describing controversial 
subjects. In an effort to present the information without 
prejudice, she elected to use the vocabulary chosen by a group 
to describe itself and its positions on issues. Overall, this set 
would be an excellent addition to the library shelves as a 
compendium of American women’s involvement in politics.” 

 -Library Media Connection 
 
“…a remarkable job of organizing a voluminous amount of 
reference material into a work that will be useful for research 
on individual women and broader women’s issues. Even when 
writing about sensitive issues such as abortion…remains 
evenhanded and objective in this worthwhile purchase.” 

 -Voice of Youth Advocates 
 
“The particular value of From Suffrage to the Senate is the 
pulling together of often discrete shards of information into a 
whole…an engaging tool that would be useful in high school, 
public, and academic libraries looking for an overview of 
the political history of women in the US.”  

–Booklist 
 
 “…a well-researched, skillfully organized reference on 
American women’s influence on public life. Recommended for 
all public and academic libraries.”  

-Library Journal 
 
 “…This book is an excellent reference source on women 
leaders, causes, and issues and is highly recommended.” 

 -ARBA 


