
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

4919 Route 22, PO Box 56 Amenia, NY 12501 

(800) 562-2139 FAX (518) 789-0556 

www.greyhouse.com books@greyhouse.com 

 

“…The 1980s were known as a decade of patriotism, prosperity, 
and peace; it was vibrant, it was big, and the Cold War was 
coming to an end. This work will begin to shed light on areas of 
the economy, music, television and movies, and social change. 
Within this volume one will be able to discover and view 
economic classes, dozens of occupations, and all regions of the 
nation. The volume will provide a comprehensive look at the 
decade known at the 1980s. This work is broken down into 
five sections: Profiles, Historical Snapshots, Economy of the 
Times, All Around Us, and Census Data. Each of the 28 
biographical profiles is arranged in three categories: Life at 
Home, Life at Work; and Life in the Community. The researcher 
will learn about the 1980s through the photographs and original 
advertisements used to support each chapter, many of which 
include industry or social timelines and contemporary articles. 
This is a very useful way to open up the decade up to the 
reader regardless of their level and ability in the research 
process. The quality of the work is well crafted and the 28 
profiles help shed light on the 1980s especially to those in 
younger generations who did not live through it firsthand. 
Besides the individuals, the real gold mine lays in the 
photographs of 1980s pop culture. These photos truly help 
open up the generation to the reader. Another aspect of the 
work, the Census Data, makes up three quarters of the volume. 
While census data can be found in the official governmental 
record, the ability to have it in the same volume as the 28 
profiles helps the researcher to delve deeper into the 80s well 
beyond the cultural surface…. 
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This blend of materials makes this book a perfect resource. Overall this 
work is a very useful tool to any reference collection and to any level of 
researcher. Whether one is unable to remember the 1980s or was born long 
after the Berlin Wall came down, This Is Who We Were: In the 1980s is a 
volume you will want to add to your collection. 

-ARBA 
 
 
“Following in the pattern of previous volumes in this series, this inviting 
reference combines census and other government data with personal 
narrative, advertisements, clippings, and so forth to provide a portrait of a 
decade. The first section is made up of 28 profiles (such as “1983: Anna 
Delgado, Anti-Nuclear Weapons Movement Protestor” and “1989: Irby Hipp, 
Teenage Video-Game Player from West Virginia”); other sections cover 
snapshots of the time, economic figures, and reprints of news articles and 
advertisements. The latter half of the book is made up of a variety of census 
tables. The series is a useful source for student assignments and general 
browsing. Recommended for school and public libraries.” 

-Booklist 


