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“This volume in the Working Americans series focuses on 
29 individuals involved in the political sphere. Politics 
here is defined broadly as an appointed or elected official, 
someone who works for a politician, or someone engaged 
in political activity. The profiles are preceded by an 
introduction and two reports: “The Public, the Political 
System & American democracy” and “Congressional 
Apportionment.” The profiles are arranged chronologically. 
Each profile has a caption-length introduction and runs 
approximately 12-15 pages in length. Profiles include 
black-and-white photographs of the person profiled and 
three main sections: Life at Home, Life at Work, and Life in 
the Community. In these sections, information (date and 
place of birth, employment, personality, and much more) is 
presented using bullet point formatting. After these 
sections, users will find a Historical Snapshot of 
happenings contemporaneous to the person profiled. For 
Maria Kupka, whose grant writing in the 1980s provided 
ten million dollars to the New York police department to 
fight the crack epidemic, the Historical Snapshot includes 
such highlights as Pete Rose breaking Ty Cobb’s record 
with his 4,192nd hit, the introduction of New Coke, and the 
television premiers of The Golden Girls, Spencer for Hire, 
and The Oprah Winfrey Show.  
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The 29 profiles include a diverse array from Thomas Yup, who 
organized opposition in Los Angeles to the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act, 
to Margaret Haley, who organized and advocated for Chicago’s teachers 
in the first decade of the 20th century, to Martin Shortsburg, Senator 
from California in the 1920s, to Elliot Warner, Secretary of Defense 
under Eisenhower, to 1980s anti-nuclear weapons protestor Anna 
Delgado, to political cartoonist Bill Dithers who was fired from the 
Pittsburgh Times Union for his pieces critical of President Donald 
Trump. A Presidential Timeline starting with George Washington is 
followed by a glossary of political terms, suggestions for further 
reading, and an index.” 
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